Two new lignans, named as 6-hydroxyhinokinin and 6-hydroxyhinokinin-6-O-β-D-glucopyranoside, together with five known compounds: elemol, oplodiol, catechin, β-sitosterol and daucosterol were isolated from Kadsura heteroclita. The structures of these compounds were characterized by extensive 1D and 2D NMR spectral experiments, chemical analysis and comparison with literature data. The absolute structures of the novel lignans were elucidated as 8S, 8'S, based on their optical rotations.
Kadsura heteroclita (Roxb) Craib (Schizandraceae) is a well-known traditional Chinese medicinal plant that has been used for a long time, especially in the folk medicine of southern China. The stem of the plant was said to promote vital energy and blood circulation, to expel 'wind-evil' and to remove 'wetness-evil' in terms of traditional medicine, and has been used for the treatment of gastric and duodenal ulcers, acute and chronic gastroenteritis, dysmenorrhea, postpartum abdominal pain and trauma [1] .
Triterpenoids and lignans have been reported as constituents [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] , and biological activities, such as cholesterol biosynthesis inhibition [3] and anti-lipid peroxidation have also been recorded [5, 8] . Our previous phytochemical study of the stems of K. heteroclita resulted in the isolation of eight lignans and thirteen triterpenoids [9] [10] . As a continuation of our investigation of the stems of this species, we report in this communication, the isolation and structure elucidation of two new lignans, named 6hydroxyhinokinin (1) and 6-hydroxyhinokinin-6-O-β-D-glucopyranoside (2), together with five known compounds, namely, elemol, oplodiol, catechin, β-sitosterol and daucosterol. (1) , and 928 (methylenedioxy groups). The 1 H-NMR spectrum showed five aromatic protons (δ H = 6.43, s; 6.47, s; 6.56, d, J = 8.4 Hz; 6.59, s and 6.73, d, J = 8.4 Hz) and two methylenedioxy groups (δ H = 5.89 and 5.95). The 13 C-NMR spectrum presented the corresponding γ-lactone resonances at δ c 181.16 and 71.93, two methylenedioxy groups at δc 101.07 and signals for two aromatic rings. Obviously, compound 1 was a dibenzylbutyrolactone type lignan, as reported [11] . Compared with the spectral data of the known lignan, hinokini [12] , an additional hydroxy group attached at one phenyl ring could be deduced. The HREIMS fragment of m/z 151.0405 also supported this deduction (see scheme 1). In the HMBC spectrum ( Figure 1 ), H-7 was correlated with C-1, C-6, C-9 and C-8'; H-2 was correlated with C-4, C-6 and C-7; H-5 was correlated with C-1, C-3 and C-6, respectively, and hence the hydroxy group was assigned to C-6. It is known in the literature that the trans-dibenzylbutyrolactones have distinct nonequivalence of the C-9' methylene protons (δ H 3.9 The spectral data of elemol, oplodiol, catechin, β-sitosterol and daucosterol were in full agreement with those reported in the literature [14] [15] [16] [17] . Except for β-sitosterol, these are new records of these compounds for the stems of K. heteroclita. Lignans are widely distributed in the Schizandraceae and exhibit a number of structural types. To our knowledge, dibenzylbutyrolactone lignans have not been reported previously for this family. 
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